




The project

An inner-city Brisbane school, Ithaca Creek is 
experiencing growth and is commissioning a new 
school building. An old heritage-listed building means 
a masterplan accommodating the new, vertical built 
must be developed. The school grounds include two 
other teaching buildings, a swimming pool, school 
garden, sports oval, music hall, library, several shops, 
outside hours school operators premises, three tennis 
courts as well as a large green area for nature play 
with heritage trees. Consultant teams conducted 
initial site analysis and identified a number of issues, 
including access and traffic management on the site.
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Opportunities

The Department of Education commissioned initial 
masterplanning, led by the architect team. However, 
consultation did not go beyond gathering functional 
requirements. The school has a desire to be directly 
involved in the design of the masterplan and beyond 
to shape the new plan in accordance with its 
community-focused values.
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Outcomes

• Better design- and social outcomes for the 
community through direct involvement of end 
users

• Smoother design process through early user 
engagement and involvement

• Positive reputational/brand outcomes due to 
thorough community involvement

Approach

We are working with the school to conduct a 
detailed site and community analysis that identifies:
• different school uses and their needs across the 

different communities that use it
• opportunities to engage better with the local 

community, e.g. through outside hours use
• translate the school’s desire for nature-based 

pedagogy into the masterplan
• co-designing the detailed masterplan with school 

students, the broader school community and the 
architects



Client references

We know what we offer is new and 
unique to the market
We’d love to share more details with you about other 
projects we’ve supported and the outcomes we’ve 
achieved.

We’re also happy to put you in touch with our clients if 
you’re interested in learning more about us. They are 
spreading the word and can share their experience in 
working with us.



For a confidential conversation about your project you 
can reach us here::

hello@publicresearch.design
www.publicresearch.design

@publicresearchdesign
Lena 0432 978 261

Edward 0412 407 770

Get in touch


